4H   WIVES OF  HENRY  THE  EIGHTH
years past the cathedral church of Canterbury had
been a hotbed of discord, in consequence of Cranmer's
having appointed, apparently on principle, men of
extreme opinions on both sides as canons, pre-
bendaries, and preachers; and so great had grown
the opposition in his own chapter to the Primate's
known views in the spring of 1543, that it was
evident that a crisis could not be long delayed,
especially as the clergy opposed to the prelate had
the letter of the law on their side, and the counte-
nance of Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, all power-
ful as he was in the lay counsels of the King.
Some of  the Kentish clergy who resented the
Archbishop's action had laid their heads together in
March 1543, and formulated a set of accusations
against him.   This the two most active movers in
the protest had carried to the metropolis for submis-
sion to Gardiner.   They first, however, approached
the Dr. London already referred to, who rewrote the
accusations with additions of his own, in order to
bring the accused within the penal law.    The two
first movers, Willoughby and Searl, took fright at
this, for it was a dangerous thing to attack the
Archbishop, and hastily returned home;   but Dr.
London had enough for his present purpose, and
handed his enlarged version of their depositions to
Gardiner.   London's disgrace, already related, stayed
the matter for a time, but a  few months after-
wards a fresh set of articles, alleging illegal acts on
the part of the Archbishop, was forwarded by the
discontented clergy to Gardiner, and the accusers
were  then  summoned before  the Privy Council,
where they were encouraged to make their testimony
as strong as possible.   When the depositions were